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NEWSLETTER
Comforter Ministry, Inc.

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the
God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles; so that we can comfort those in any
trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. For just as the su erings of
Christ ow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort over ows.
2 Corinthians 1:3-5

ff

fl

fl

1

“Wrapped in the Love of the Comforter”

Winter 2021-22

A letter from Su
I am pleased to announce we
are on the other side of our major
move from Northern Wisconsin to
South Carolina! All in all the move
went “okay” but as always there were
a few glitches along the way (which I
won’t bore you with, dear friends).
Let’s just say - I am Thankful in so
many ways!
Christmas will be spent in
North Carolina with our son and
family. Then on to East Texas to spend
New Years with our older daughter
and family :) I am Thankful!
My very own of ce is up and
running. I am excited to have a room
of my own for all my “stuff” relating to
Comforter Ministry…and so much
more. The quilt cupboard is in my
of ce and is full. Thank you, quilters.
Again, I am Thankful in so many ways for so many of you!
This winter issue of the Comforter Ministry Newsletter has a few things I
would like to bring to your attention • New series on “Sharing What I Know,” featuring colorectal
cancer for the next few newsletters (not a great subject, I know)

A mission of comfort •Important info on what to do with CM written materials
and compassion, with old address and phone number
reaching out to • Upcoming presentation event in Burnsville, MN,
women with cancer “Comfort and Joy in All Seasons”
with God’s Word and
• A timely devotion “For Your Comfort” on page 8
the love of the
Comforter through My next few newsletters (my last four before retiring the
journals and quilts. ministry the end of 2022) will include information on the

new direction(s) for myself I have been praying on for
some time. I am excited (and humbled) to share them with you!
Christmas and New Year Blessings, Dear Friends!
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With a Thankful Heart…I thank my God every time I remember you. Philippians 1:3-5
As of November 26, 2021, 139 Quilters/Quilt Groups from 25 states and one Canadian province have
made 855+ comforters that have comforted over 1,064+ women with cancer from 40 states (USA), one
Canadian province, Australia, the Caribbean, Japan, and Switzerland.
Quilters from the states of Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas,
Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, Nevada, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, South
Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming have at one time or another
made and donated at least one quilt since 2005. As I share the following information with you, my heart
overflows with thankfulness to God for each of you.

Recipients……………..
Alaska

4

Montana

1

Arizona

12

Nebraska

13

Wyoming

1

Nevada

7

26

New Jersey

2

Colorado

16

New York

6

Connecticut

2

North Carolina

10

Florida

25

North Dakota

5

Georgia

11

Ohio

10

Idaho

2

Oklahoma

13

Illinois

33

Pennsylvania

2

Australia

1

Indiana

10

South Carolina

3

Caribbean

1

Iowa

14

South Dakota

Japan

1

Ontario, Canada

7

Switzerland

1

Arkansas

2

California

Kansas

7

Tennessee

10
2

Kentucky

15

Texas

122

Maryland

2

Utah

1

Michigan

61

Virginia

9

Minnesota

113

Washington

9

Mississippi

2

West Virginia

2

Missouri

5

Wisconsin

475
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Prayers…The prayers of a righteous man are powerful and effective. James 5:16
Pray for a cure for CANCER
Pray for women who have been diagnosed with cancer
Pray for the Comforter Ministry

Gifts Received…And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him. Colossians 3:17

THANK YOU, Tim and Carne S, Mercer, WI, Ginny A, Minocqua, WI, and Dave for help with the
CMN-Autumn 2021 mailing just before we left Wisconsin!
Gifts of Money received since September 1, 2021 - Marlyn L-Wautoma, WI; Rusty B-Roanoke, TX;
Joyce F-Shawano, WI; Chris L-Sun Prairie, WI; Susan P-Pinehurst, TX; Bethany Lutheran Ladies
Aid-Manitowoc, WI; Gail O-Waupaca, WI. Thank You! Thank You!

REMEMBER - IF YOU KNOW OF A WOMAN DIAGNOSED WITH CANCER
AND WOULD LIKE ME TO SEND HER A COMFORTER MINISTRY QUILT
AND JOURNAL, PLEASE CONTACT ME.

Important!

Important!

Important!

Important!

All Comforter Ministry Materials (except CM Journals) received prior to
September 30, 2021 should be discarded. Materials such as brochures,
participation forms, quilter’s criteria flyer, promo cards, and Web site will be
corrected with NEW address/phone. New address labels will be added to CM

Journals to cover current address information. Questions? Contact Me!

REMEMBER and PLEASE NOTE
SINCE SEPTEMBER 30 my NEW address is 209
Sandpiper Loop, McCormick, SC 29835
Phone number 715.543.8483 has been discontinued.

NEW phone number is 715-892-8047
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Thoughts to Share…

N

ew Quilts Received since September 1, 2021 - Phyllis F-Mukwonago, WI; Trinity QuiltersMinocqua, WI; Barb S-Bloomington, MN; Tabitha Quilters-Owatonna, MN; Karen S-Prairie
du Sac, WI. THANK YOU, LADIES! Check out the CM Web site to see photos of these quilts at
www.comforterministry.com, click More-Photo Gallery.
QUILTERS, PLEASE NOTE*****************DO YOU HAVE A TOP MADE THAT YOU
WOULD LOVE TO DONATE TO CM, BUT IT NEEDS TO BE LONG ARMED? HEIDI
BORK HAS OFFERED TO LONG ARM UP TO TWO QUILTS PER MONTH ON A FIRST
COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS. AS THE TOP MAKER, YOU WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE
FOR MAKING THE TOP, PROVIDING A BACK THAT IS 4” LARGER THAN THE TOP IN
ALL DIRECTIONS AND SHIPPING TO HEIDI IN NEENAH, WI. SHE WILL PROVIDE
THE BATTING, LONG ARM QUILTING, AND RETURN SHIPPING TO YOU. IF
INTERESTED CONTACT HER AT quilterazzi@gmail.com or 920.205.7213

**********************************************************************
COMFORT AND JOY IN ALL SEASONS is an additional presentation I recently wrote in order to

give event planners a choice when I am asked to serve as a presenter at their event. There is also a
wonderful Bible Study available to accompany the presentation or stand on its own. For several years I
had it on my heart to flesh out the idea of how the comfort and joy God provides through salvation in his
Son Jesus, that we as his children celebrate during the Christmas season, are blessings we can find
worthy of celebration in all seasons of our Christian lives.

NOTE: This NEW Presentation COMFORT AND JOY IN ALL SEASONS and “GOD REST
YOU MERRY, GENTLEMEN” COMFORT AND JOY IN ALL SEASONS Bible Study are

designed for use for either a Comforter Ministry event or NON-Comforter Ministry event (comfort and
joy being a topical presentation for such events).
ALSO: I have written a NEWAdvent by Candlelight Service, “TIDINGS OF COMFORT AND
JOY.” PLEASE consider this lovely program when planning your future ABC event and contact me :)

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2021 Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,
Burnsville, MN
I was honored to be invited to present “Comfort and Joy in All Seasons” to the women of
Good Shepherd in Burnsville, MN the Saturday before Thanksgiving. Thank you, Barb B for
the lovely invite :) Who knows? I may have a pic or two to share with readers in the next CMN
from this event! Loved all the great participation and shared ideas! Thank You!

**********************************************************************
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Sharing What I Know…
Because the Comforter Ministry’s mission is to reach out to some with cancer, each Comforter Ministry Newsletter
will include information about a specific cancer or a related subject. By being better informed about cancer, my
hope is that readers will be aided in detecting cancer in regard to themselves and others and, if necessary, know
where to go for further information and qualified assistance.

COLORECTAL CANCER - Part 1
OVERVIEW
Colorectal cancer is a disease in which normal cells in the lining of the colon or rectum begin to
change, start to grow without control, and no longer die. These changes usually the years to develop;
however, in some cases of hereditary disease, changes can occur within months to years. Both genetic
and environmental factors can cause the changes. Initially, the cell growth appears as a benign
cancerous tumor. If not treated or removed, these polyps can progress to potentially life-threatening
cancers. Recognizing and removing precancerous polyps before they progress to cancer can prevent
colorectal cancer.
ANATOMY OF THE COLON AND RECTUM
Colorectal cancer can begin in either the colon or the rectum. Cancer that begins in the colon is called
colon cancer and cancer that begins in the rectum is called rectal cancer.
Most colorectal cancers begin in polyps, noncancerous growths that may develop on the inner wall of
the colon and rectum, as people get older. There are several forms of polyps, but the ones that can
become cancerous are adenomatous polyps, or adenomas. Because these specific types of polyps may
eventually turn cancerous, one way to prevent colorectal cancer is to detect and remove polyps before
they become cancerous.
Most colon and rectal cancers form cancerous tumors called adenocarcinomas, cancers of the cells
that line the inside tissue of the colon and rectum. Other types of tumors, such as carcinoid tumors,
gastrointestinal stroll tumors (GIST), and lymphomas, occur far less frequently, but can also begin in
the colon or rectum.
STATISTICS
When colorectal cancer is detected early, it can often be cured. The death rate from this type of cancer
has been declining for the past 20 years, possibly because more cases are now detected early and
treatments have improved. Colorectal cancer is the second most common cause of cancer death
among men and women in the United States.
The highest colorectal cancer incidence rates are found in blacks, followed by whites, and Asian/
Pacific Islanders. American Indians, Alaska natives, and Hispanics have the lowest cancer rates.
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A REMINDER: Although I have taken the Comforter Ministry with me to South
Carolina, please note I am relinquishing my ownership of CM by dissolving the
ministry/mission OR handing it over to another by the end of 2022!
DEAR ONES! Please prayerfully consider if YOU, a quilter you know, or your church
Quilting Group or Women’s Committee are being led by the Lord to take ownership of the
Comforter Ministry…PRAY!!! Discuss! Brainstorm! Encourage! PRAY some more!

PLEASE KNOW! I have been praying on this for some time, myself. I know the Lord has
just the right person He desires to serve as His instrument in continuing this most worthwhile
ministry/mission which has always been His ministry/mission. I have been simply His servant
and student these past 16 years. What a journey it has been :)

WORDS TO SHARE
This beautiful comforter has been a true comfort to me. The Christian caring that truly comes
with this comforter is as important to me as the blessing of the relief I have from the ease I
received during my chemo and radiation which is a true belief in feeling the love and comfort
from my Lord and Savior. Your Comforter Ministry is a wonderful thing and I wish to pass it
on. Marsha L
Thank you, Marsha.
Thank you, Trinity Quilters-Minocqua, WI.

HURON VALLEY LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL in Michigan provided a fund raiser
for the Comforter Ministry in October. CM was the recipient of the school’s Pink Out
Night for Cancer Awareness at their Varsity Volleyball Match a couple of years ago. Due
to Covid, there was no event last year. I was thrilled to receive an email from Kris Ruth,
Athletic Director this fall. Once again they planned to sell T-shirts, have a bake sale, and
accept donations for CM. CM brochures were provided per their request to assist in
explaining to others what CM is about :) I’ll pass along additional information following
the event in my next newsletter, Lord willing!
THANK YOU, HVLHS!
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Words of Comfort…
The following meditation is based on the eighth of 12 Biblical passages of comfort found in the Comforter Ministry
Journal. Originally written for and printed in 12 previous Comforter Ministry Newsletters, they are being
reprinted here and in following issues of CMN.

For Your Comfort
If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort,
which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. 2 Corinthians 1:6
Why does God allow trouble to come into my life? What is the purpose of trails and
affliction?
In an attempt to answer these questions countless books have been written by philosophers of
all eras throughout the history of the world.
For the Christian the answers to those questions are not as difficult as the unbelieving world
and its philosophers would have us all think.
In 2 Corinthians 1:6 the Apostle Paul provides a simple reason for the distress he and his
companions experienced - that they might be able to comfort others who were in any affliction with
the same comfort they themselves were being comforted with through God’s comfort shown to them.
When God’s children (believers) are permitted to suffer trials the final aim of such is that the
holy solace given them through God’s word of grace will provide a two-fold blessing; a blessing to
the afflicted and a blessing to those who, in the midst of trials, are still in need of trust and reliance in
God and his promises. The child of God who has been through the fire of adversity is in a position to
share with others, walking a similar path of suffering, the harvest of grace bestowed on him or her by
God the Father, the source of all comfort and compassion.
Suffering and comfort in suffering, shared, are hallmarks of the brotherhood and sisterhood of
believers. Christ Jesus, the Son of God and second Person of the Trinity, shows himself to be not only
our victorious Savior but also the manifestation of the Suffering Servant as described in Isaiah. Jesus
is able to understand suffering and offer true and lasting comfort.
Through faith in Christ, remembering his patient endurance and victory he won for us as our
Savior from sin, death, and the devil, let us praise the Lord for all the blessed comfort which comes to
us abundantly in every form of trial and trouble.
Dear One, Take the comfort shown you during times of trials and afflictions and
administer that same comfort to others who are in need of feeling God’s comforting hand in
some tangible way or who are in need of hearing God’s comforting promises from Scripture, the
only place where he has chose to reveal himself and his promises.
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